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I do respectfully hope that the position taken up by my
Association has now been made clear,
Indian Opinion, 24-5-1913
56.   THE BILL
The Immigration Bill promises to become the law of the land,
if one may judge from the considerable progress made by it in
Committee since Monday last. Mr. Fischer, in spite of his un-
satisfactory letter to Mr. Cachalia which we reproduce this week,
has seen the error of his ways and actually himself moved amend-
ments which, in his telegraphic and other communications, he
evinced no desire to do. The amendments include the restora-
tion of the existing rights of inter-provincial migration under the
Gape and the Natal laws, also of the rights of domiciled Indians
whose right to return after three years' absence was threatened.
The exact effect of the amendments it is impossible to ascertain
unless we have the full text thereof before us,
Mr, Alexander, who has been working so disinterestedly and
zealously for all causes which are neglected or unpopular owing
to the colour prejudice, moved a reasonable amendment which
would probably have met our demand on the marriage law, and
was met with a fishy and misleading reply from the Minister,
although Mr* Chaplin supported Mr. Alexander in a well-informed
speech. The Minister threw dust in the eyes of the Members by
stating that we had declined to accept a Marriage Officer as we
wanted polygamy recognized in South Africa. It has been made
perfectly clear that the Searie judgment invalidates every non-
Christian Indian marriage if it is not registered. No appointment
of a Marriage Officer can meet this difficulty unless Indians are to
be expected to register existing marriages and thus impliedly
admit their illegality prior to registration—a position which no
Indian would humiliate himself by accepting. Nor would such
appointment meet the difficulty of wives who may come from
India. The Transvaal Marriage Law provides for legal recognition
of European marriages, no matter how celebrated in Europe in the
following terms:
AU marriages entered into outside this state by persons of whom one
or both were not at the time of entering into such marriage resident
within this state shall be recognized and considered to be equally valid
in this state as in the country where such marriages shall have been
solemnized, and should the legality of such marriages be questioned by

